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design of Mr. Prior was to find out, whether that minister
had credit enough with his prince, and a support from
others in power, sufficient to overrule the faction against
peace.

Mr. Prior's journey1 could not be kept a secret, as the
court here at first seemed to intend it. He was discovered
at his return by an officer of the port at Dover, where he
landed, after six weeks absence; upon which the Dutch
Gazettes and English newspapers were full of speculations.

At the same time with Mr. Prior there arrived from France
Mons. Mesnager, knight of the order of St. Michael, and
one of the council of trade to the Most Christian King.
His commission was, in general, empowering him to treat
with the minister of any prince engaged in the war against
his master. In his first conferences with the Queen's mini-
sters, he pretended orders to insist, that Her Majesty should
enter upon particular engagements in several articles, which
did not depend upon her, but concerned only the interest
of the allies reciprocally with those of the Most Christian
King; whereas the negotiation had begun upon this prin-
ciple, that France should consent to adjust the interests of
Great Britain in the first place, whereby Her Majesty would
be afterwards enabled, by her good offices on all sides, to
facilitate the; general peace. The Queen resolved never to
depart from this principle; but was absolutely determined
to remit the particular interests of the allies to general con-
ferences, where she would do the utmost in her power to
procure the repose of Europe, and the satisfaction of all
parties. It was plain, France could run no hazard by this
proceeding, because the preliminary articles would have no
force before a general peace was signed: therefore it was
not doubted but Mons. Mesnager would have orders to waive
this new pretension, and go on in treating upon that foot
which was at first proposed. In short, the ministers required
a positive and speedy answer to the articles in question, since
they contained only such advantages and securities as Her
Majesty thought she had :a right to require from any prince
whatsoever, to whom the dominions of Spain should happen
to fall.

1 See Swift's "A New Journey to Paris" (vol. v. of this edition,
pp. 187-205). [W. S. J.]